The Canadian Hydropower Association Addresses the Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development 

    Hydropower and Other Renewables Key to Fighting Climate Change

    OTTAWA, March 23 /CNW Telbec/ - The Canadian Hydropower Association (CHA)

appeared today before the House of Commons Standing Committee on Environment

and Sustainable Development, calling for more hydropower to fight climate

change.

    "To reduce the greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate

change, we must reduce our dependence on fossil fuels such as coal and natural

gas. Renewable energy and energy efficiency can help us achieve that goal,"

stated Pierre Fortin, CHA executive director. "As the number one renewable

energy source, hydropower is a key component of the solution, and as such must

be an integral part of any climate change strategy."

    The federal government must put in place incentives favouring the

development of all renewable sources of energy, including large and small

hydropower facilities. Hydropower facilities with reservoir have the capacity

to store energy over time and are uniquely flexible, which makes them the best

energy source to support the development of other renewable but intermittent

sources of energy such as wind energy, solar power, and run-of-river hydro.

    The use of a domestic emissions trading system (DET) combined with an

equal allocation of permits to clean electricity generation on the basis of a

single national emission standard is one of the most effective ways of

ensuring the development of renewable sources of electricity.

    Facilitating interprovincial trade by expanding the electricity grid

across Canada to allow the East-West export of hydropower is another way of

reducing regional greenhouse gas impacts, as is the export of hydropower to

the United States to displace fossil fuel-generated electricity.

    However, to ensure the development of hydropower projects, the

environmental approval process must be streamlined. Between 1990-2002,

emissions from the electricity sector have increased by 30% because new growth

in demand has for the most part been met by coal and natural gas-fired plants,

which are much quicker and less expensive to build than hydropower projects,

and face less costly and shorter environmental permitting processes.

    "To reverse that trend, federal and provincial or territorial

environmental assessment processes and licensing procedures must be

harmonized," said Fortin. "And the global impacts of greenhouse gas emissions

and emissions causing air pollution, acid rain and smog must be included in

the assessment of all energy projects."

    Hydropower produces 60 times fewer greenhouse gases than coal-fired

plants and over 20 times fewer than the least carbon intensive of the thermal

generation options, the natural gas combined cycle. Emissions produced during

the life cycle of a hydropower facility are equivalent, per kilowatt-hour, to

those of solar or wind power.

    Founded in 1998, the Canadian Hydropower Association (CHA) is the

national association dedicated to representing the interests of the hydropower

industry. Its principal mandate is to promote hydropower nationally and

internationally as a source of renewable energy, to make the economic and

environmental advantages of hydropower better known, and to publicize the

benefits of hydropower in the search for sustainable energy solutions. CHA

members represent more than 95% of the hydropower capacity in Canada.

    For more information, visit the CHA Web site at www.canhydropower.org .
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